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A few words from our Executive Director
From Christiaan’s Desk (Please note; this newsletter is very much delayed, for which I apologize)
I am starting this write up
during a coffee break at the UNAUSA membership meeting in DC.
The UNA-USA has grown quite a bit
in numbers, mostly students, and
many of the attendees don’t have
grey hair yet. This involvement of
young people is exciting and there
is a renewed sense of urgency in
the conference. By the same token,
they are much more ambulant and
move a lot, plus they are not a
great source of income for the
UNA-USA or the chapters. I will
report separately elsewhere.
Our membership meeting took
place on the 19th of June. Mary
Day looked back and reported on
the year that was, and I spoke on a
few points about our plans for the
coming year. Meanwhile, we have
completed
our
first
grant
application for funding our Model
UN Conference. It was a big hump;
what to write, how to follow the
instructions, how to get convincing
facts that represent our mission
and efforts. It is also important to
learn how to utilize the current
sources of money; the large
majority of foundations in the USA
do have guidelines or missions that
do not fit immediately with our
overall mission. I want to thank
David Sherwin for doing the major
lifting on this.
Fundraising is going to be
crucial for our chapter. We need
more Davids so to speak to explore
the opportunities and be aggressive
in our pursuits. But fundraising is
highly dependent on good quality
communications. Our Facebook

pages, our twitter accounts, our
website, they all need to be up-todate, well written, engaging and
dynamic. I hope to find enough
volunteers who can play an active
support role with this.
Our friends at the Fairmount
Water Works Interpretive Center
have kept their good spirits after
the FWWIC flooded, and repairs are
reaching the point where we can
expect soon to visit them again at
the “museum below the surface”. If
you are in the neighborhood, just
drop in and tell the staff how we
UNA members appreciate their
work.
About our Model UN on the
Rule of Law. We did send out our
invitations for the next school year
to teachers and principals. Again
we are confronted with a very
negative climate in the education
world, where chronic underfunding
is creating fatigue, desperation, and
labor dissatisfaction.
Yet, as
before, we will prevail in getting
our message to the students
wherever we can find an open ear.
Please join us in promoting our
educational work.
I want to thank our members
for staying on our roster, paying
their dues and thus providing the
foundation for our activities. We
are working on expanding tangible
benefits of membership and I can
now report that the credit union of
the UN, the UNFCU, is offering
membership to the members of
UNA-USA and thus UNA-GP.
Especially if you travel abroad
occasionally, this UNFCU can

provide value and save you on
banking fees.
I hope that this newsletter
gets out soon enough that this last
sentence is still timely:
See you at the UNA-GP garden
party at 4PM this Sunday, July 13th.
For the soccer fans, come at 3PM.
Cheers.
Christiaan Morssink
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A few words from our
Volunteer Coordinator
Manisha Patel
UNA-GP's newly formed Membership Committee has
been meeting regularly with a mission of mobilizing the
community in becoming more involved in the local
chapter. Membership support helps in bringing
programming for the local community, its schools and
university students. Some of the other objectives of the
committee are to keep its members more connected to
world issues through participation in Chapter events as
well as get them involved in UNA-USA/UN programs and
grow local support for the ideals and work of the UN in
Philadelphia's community.
Manisha Patel
mpatel@una-gp.org
Mani sha Patel , UNA -GP
Volunteer Coordinator

Congratulations Enid Adler!

Enid Adler, UNA-GP board member, received the
humanitarian award from the Marian Anderson Historical
Society during a special luncheon on May 31, at the African
American Museum of Philadelphia.

The UNA-GP would like to congratulate you on
this well deserved honor!

Enid

Adler
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URGENT message from the Fairmount Waterworks

The Water Works Needs You Now!
In case you haven't heard, The Water Works suffered damage and loss of materials from the recent
flooding, and they need your help. They are working around the clock to clean up, so that they can reopen to the public as soon as possible.
Onsite environmental educators are now traveling from
classroom to classroom visiting all of the schools that had
scheduled field trips to the WW! And they are still
conducting their WW tours, but they are completely
outdoors until the renovations are complete.
They are determined to keep their commitments to the
children and adults in our community through this
difficult time, but they need our support to do so. Won't
you please make a gift of $35, $50 or even $75 today?
Your immediate support will replace vital resources for
their summer programs, such as SWEP, their two-week
program for girls focused on environmental careers, and
Project FLOW, a five-week summer program that allows
rising 8th and 9th graders to explore water as artists,
scientists, historians and social activists.

W a te r da ma ge c an be see n he re o ne o f The
W a te r W o rks’ mai n la bs

Their goal is to raise $25,000 to replace
materials and equipment essential to these
programs by May 31st. It is so important that
their summer programs can go on as
scheduled. Won't you help them meet that
goal?
We're counting on you - and we're grateful
for your support. To donate, please follow
this link.
Thank you!

W ater c an be seen here i n areas where students regularly v isi t
and activ ely participate in hands on activ ities

Fairmount Water Works
640 Water Works Drive
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
19130
Visit their site here!

Karen Young
Director
The Water Works
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Update on Membership Day
On June 19th, the UNA-GP celebrated its annual UNA Membership Day at the Carriage
House in the LBGT Center of the University of Pennsylvania. Guest speaker Ryan
Kaminski, UNA-USA Leo Navas Human Rights Fellow, joined us from capitol hill.
Kaminski expanded on a few of his many
honors and experiences, as a research associate
on the Council on Foreign Relations’
International
Institutions
and
Global
Governance program, and as a recipient of the
Jal Pavry Award for research in international
peace and understanding from Colombia
University.
L G B T Ce nt e r a t t he Uni v e rs i ty o f
P ennsy lv ani a

Ry a n Ka mi ns k i , UNA- US A L e o Na v a s
Huma n Ri ght s F ellow

He started off by giving us a brief history of the UNA-USA which
grew out of the League of Nations Association in 1943. With First
Lady Eleanor Roosevelt assisting in the preparations of the UN’s
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, it was clear that the
citizens of the United States supported the goals of the United
Nations, and sought to play a more active role. Today in the
United States, says Kaminski, “88% of Americans understand
that we [as a nation] should have a more active role in the UN.”
He spoke briefly about human rights violations abroad and how
they are now being addressed by the international community.
Kaminski has published human rights themed articles in the
Washington Times, Huffington Post, Reuters and beyond.

He concluded with an update on the post 2015 development goals, emphasizing that the voice of
everyday citizens and grassroots organizations is detrimental to the post 2015 process.
Our financial committee reported, and
attendees
successfully voted in the budget for the upcoming year. Our
nominating committee welcomed in two new members to
the board, Bob Groves and Ron Bedner. We would like to
thank you both for your commitment to our organization,
and we wish you the best of luck in the coming year! Thank
you to all of the
members
who
attended, and we
hope to see you all
at
next
years
Membership
Day
Event!

Chr i stiaan Morrsi nk, E xec utiv e
Di re c to r , UNA- G P , t a l ki ng a bo ut t he
ev ent s and pr ogr ams t hat wi ll take
plac e i n 2014 -2015

UNA - GP memb e r s , li s ten i n g to the memb e r s of t he
nomi n a t i o n c ommi t t e e and t hei r f u tu r e plan s

Zabeth Teelucksi ngh,
E xe c u t i ve D i r e c t o r,
Gl obal Phi ladel phi a Association,
sp e aki n g on th e im po rta nce o f
h a vi n g P h i l a d e l p h i a b e c o m e a
UNESCO W orld Heritage Ci ty.
To l e a r n m o re , p l e a s e vi s i t :
http://globalphiladelphia.org/
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P3 Update
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P3 Update

p3soccer4peace@gmail.com
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Letter from Kate Badana

altogether

.
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Garden Party

Please come and support
our annual fundraising event
commemorating World
International Day of Justice
that takes place July 17th!

Model UN

We are excited to announce that this year’s letters have been written
and sent out to teachers and high schools informing them of the Rule
of Law Model UN 2015. As more funding is still being requested,
members with suggestions are encouraged to step forward and share
thoughts. We are recruiting volunteers and fellows to help out with
the instruction in various high schools. Training for college student
volunteers is scheduled in September and October.
Congratulations and best of luck to graduating team member, Minsoo
Kim. Daniel Bu will remain in the leadership role for this Model UN.
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UN Day Event
UN Day marks the anniversary of
the entry into force in 1945 of
the UN Charter.
The UNA-GP will be organizing a
breakfast meeting with the many faces of leadership here
in Philadelphia on UN Day, October 24th, 2014.
The event will celebrate 70 years of United Nations, and
bring to the attention of our current leaders the
importance of having their support moving forward.
May members from all religions and churches come
together this day and collectively give the council of the
churches and the UN their support.

PGWI Update
As you may know, the UNA-GP
continues to work closely with the
Philadelphia Global Water Initiative
(PGWI), which includes our active
participation
in
their
annual
conference as well as assistance in
their yearly high school education
initiatives.
Please note that the tentative date for the 8th Annual PWGI
conference in 2015, will be on Thursday, March 26th; The World Energy Council (WEC) and
tentative location, The Wharton School of the University of World Water Council (WWC) announce
Pennsylvania.
that they have joined forces to bring
the issue of the water-energy nexus to
Our friends at PWGI are looking to organize a Model UN on
the fore in the run up to the 7th World
water management. Materials have been directed to PGWI Water Forum, to be staged in Daegu,
and we are advising the student volunteers at that NGO Korea from 12 to 17 April 2015.
about how to implement the UN on Water Management.
UNA-GP will be working closely with
Please be aware that several people from PGWI will PGWI to ensure that Philadelphia has a
attempt to go to the World Water Forum in Korea!
strong presence at the WEC in 2015.
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myworld2015.org

As Americans who believe in a strong U.S.
role within the UN system, we need to make
sure our voice is heard in this historic public input process.

Vote for the changes that would make the most difference in your world.

Once you cast your vote, there is more you can do to get Americans involved. Here are
three actions you can take:
1.

Share this toolkit with your Chapters, friends and partners to increase
participation on MY World. The toolkit also has tweets, videos and graphics
you can use to share with your community online.
2. Sign up for the Thunderclap for Facebook and Twitter before May 8.
3. Help mobilize support offline by setting up voting booths at any of your
events this week.
We all have a critical role to play in creating sustainable growth, promoting gender
equality, and meeting virtually every other development goal. Make sure your voice is
heard.
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UNA-GP Activities
(all tentative) for 2014, other events are being planned and will be added case by case

Activity/Event

Date

Day

Time

Location/info

Annual Garden Party

July 13th

Sunday

4:00 –
9:00 PM

146 Pelham Rd. Our
fundraising event and
commemoration of World
Day for International
Justice (July 17th)

UNA-GP Board
Meeting

Aug. 21st

Thursday

5:30 –
7:00 PM

TBD. All members are
welcome to attend

P3 Soccer Tournament

Sept. 21st

Sunday

All Day

UPenn Adams Field.
Soccer and family peace
festival in honor of
International Day of
Peace

Peace Day Events

Sept. 21st

Sunday

All Day

See:
www.PeaceDayPhilly.org

6:00 –
8:00 PM

TBD. World Food Day.
Kick-off of our Youth
Building a discussion
about Roots program
2014-2015

Our Diets, Our Planet;
sustainability re food

Oct. 16th

Thursday

Our Faiths and the
United Nations

Oct. 24th

Friday

All Day

UN Day (69th
Anniversary) A flurry of
activities aiming at the
faith based communities,
to strategically embrace
the work of the United
Nations System

UNA-GP Board
Meeting

Nov. 15th

Saturday

10 AM –
Noon

TBD. All member
welcome to attend

Celebrating the legacy
of Eleanor Roosevelt

Dec. 10th

Wednesday

6:00 –
8:00 PM

UDHR Day. Topic and
venue TBD
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Carolina’s International News Picks
UN forum spotlights harnessing power of technology to
advance development
The UN’s new mission to promote sustainable development was
reassessed at the World Summit on the Information Society in Geneva
last week. The mission commenced with a call to enable access to
broadband worldwide. UN International Telecommunications Union
(ITU) Secretary- General Hamadoun Touré explained that access to this
information society has become vital for sustainable development.
To Read More Click Here

In Bolivia, Ban to urge G77 to work together on anti-poverty,
climate change
Ecuadorian president, Evo Morales, hosted Ban on June 13, 2014 at
the G77 summit, where countries met to discuss ways of reducing
poverty and inequality in lesser developed countries.
To Read More Click Here

Carolina Torres

Riding ‘The Beast’ Across Mexico to the U.S. Border
As NPR continues to cover the tragic journey of Central Americans into United States they have recently
focused on the surge of children traveling alone. The immigration takes place on a series of dangerous and
crowded trails, and many people are dying during the voyage. To Read More Click Here

On African Child Day, UN education envoy urges focus on kidnapped Nigerian schoolgirls
June 16, 2014 marked UN African Child Day; The United Nations Special Envoy for Global Education Gordon
Brown stated that the organization will continue to work towards providing free quality education for all
African children. Brown asked the world to remember the kidnapped girls from Nigeria and their struggle
for education in their country, where as many as 10.5 million children do not attend school.
To Read More Click Here

Refugee numbers in Ukraine on the rise
Throughout Russia’s annexation of Crimea, Ukraine has received an influx of refugees throughout its cities.
Although the exact number is unknown, tens of thousands of people have fled to cities like Slovyansk in fear
of confronting pro-Russian separatists.
To Read More Click Here

Brazil World Cup: Clashes at Sao Paulo and Rio protests
Angry Brazilian protesters took to the streets as the 2014 FIFA world cup began on Thursday June 12th.
Large cities like Rio saw hundreds chanting in the streets over their unhappiness with the Brazilian
government for its extravagant expenditures for the world cup.
To Read More Click Here

Obama Rules Out Troops In Iraq But Says U.S. Is Weighing Other Options
As ISIS continues to seize cities in Iraq, President Obama made it clear that he will not be sending troops.
Instead the United States will engage sustainable diplomacy between groups that will help preserve
stability and ensure safety.
To Read More Click Here
United Nations Association of Greater Philadelphia • 1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102 • June 2014

Page 14/14

You can help the United Nations Association!
Have any ideas for fundraising events? We’re
all ears! With the volume of projects the
UNA-GP is constantly immersed in, we are
always in need of more volunteers, no
matter how much or how (seemingly!) little
time you have to devote. Email Manisha
Patel, (Volunteer Coordinator and Board
Member) with your suggestions or any
questions at mpatel@una-gp.org
The UNA-GP is in need of funds for upcoming
projects. In order to continue with extremely
beneficial and enriching events, such as the
Model UN, we need your help! Please donate
whatever you can to the UNA-GP, and in turn,
Philadelphians and beyond!
The UNA-GP June 2014 newsletter is a collaborative effort:
• Layout and design editors: Reed Power, Eve Badana and Jason Haque
• Board liaison: Ed Gracely
• President: Mary Day Kent
• Executive Director: Christiaan Morssink
The UNA-GP is a chapter of the United Nations
Association of the United States of America (UNAUSA). Our website offers information about our
mission and upcoming events, and ways to get
involved, including joining and volunteering. In
addition, we are on social media sites and send out
our monthly newsletters. Take a look around!
Volunteers with all types of skill sets are welcome to
work with the UNA-GP, in the short or long term. If
interested, please contact:
Manisha Patel
Volunteer Coordinator
Board Member
mpatel@una-gp.org

http://www.facebook.com/UNAGP

http://www.twitter.com/UNAGP

http://www.una-gp.org/

mpatel@una-gp.org
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