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In the spring of 2013, fifty middle school 
students in Philadelphia and sixty elementary 
school students in Benin engaged in parallel 
projects over the months of February to April, 
which provided the platform for lessons on 
nutrition, food access, and agriculture. Both 
groups of students began this two-part project 
with discussions and ended it with action by 
planting trees on International Youth Service 
Day. The partnership between UNA-GP and 
Novi NGO served to bring lessons on local 
food access into a global context, enriching 
the curriculum for this project and enhancing 
the efforts of both nonprofit organizations, 
UNA-GP (Philadelphia) and Novi NGO 
(Benin). The program this year will expand to 
include more Philadelphia middle schools as 
well as students from India and Senegal. !

RECAP FROM YOUTH 
BUILDING ROOTS 2013!
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Bringing lessons on nutrition, food access, and 
hunger to students in Philadelphia, Benin, 

India and Senegal!

THE 4TH ANNUAL!

THIS EVENT IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:!



In an effort to address worldwide issues of 
hunger and food access, the United 
N a t i o n s A s s o c i a t i o n o f G r e a t e r 
Philadelphia (UNA-GP) and Novi NGO 
will organize the second annual two-part 
program culminating in the 2014 Youth 
Service Day initiative, “Youth Building 
Roots,” in Philadelphia. The events will 
once again connect Philadelphia middle 
school students with students in Benin, 
India and Senegal to discuss issues of 
hunger, urban gardening, and urban 
nutrition and enable them to make a 
difference in their communities.!
!

PROJECT DESCRIPTION!

Youth Building Roots 2014!

• Engage middle school students in discussions 
on urban agriculture, nutrition, and food access 

in their home classrooms in February and 
March 2014!

!
• Begin seedlings during class presentations in 

February and March 2014!
!

• Parallel the projects in Benin, India and 
Senegal with those in Philadelphia!

!
• Enable student-to-student discussion via 

videoconferencing on Youth Service Day in 
April 2014!

!
• Foster pen-pal relationships between 

Philadelphia and students from Benin, India, 
and Senegal!

!
• Develop student solutions to urban agriculture 

and food access!
!

• Partner with Philadelphia organizations 
working on urban nutrition and inform students 

of who does what in their communities!
!

• Educate students on the origin of their food 
and the environmental costs and benefits 

associated with different types of agriculture!
!

• Wrap-up the project in April 2014 with sapling 
and seedling planting in Philadelphia urban 

gardens and public spaces!
!

OBJECTIVES!

!
Connect your students with others 

across the globe and add topics such 
as hunger, nutrition, and food access 

to your curriculum!!


