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 Shot@life " Saving Mothers and 

Children's Lives"   
(by Kiahana  Brooks) 

On Monday April 23,  shot@life and 

ELIMINATE Philadelphia, working 

under the umbrella of the United Na-

tions Association of Greater Philadel-

phia, hosted a shot@life awareness 

event called  "Saving Mothers and 

Children's Lives Through Vaccina-

tions". During the event Dr. Carla 

Campbell introduced the shot@life 

campaign and gave an informative 

talk on the benefits of vaccinations in 

controlling deadly and crippling dis-

eases. In addition to her own talk, Dr. 

Campbell presented material origi-

nally prepared by Dr. Shannon 

Marquez (Drexel Public Health), who 

was ill, on rotavirus eradication in 

Gambia.  Dr. Lucille Pilling spoke on 

the importance of private/ NGO part-

nerships in vaccination cam-

paigns,  Etham McBeth presented on 

the Kiwanis society of  ELIMINATE, 

and Dr. Sanchin Walawalker  

presented his experiences 

working with the polio 

eradication campaign in 

India. The event was  

attended by over 55 people 

including students and fac-

ulty from 5 area universities 

as well as professionals 

from the department of 

health, pharmacy, nursing, 

medicine, the community, 

and board members of the 

UNA-GP. At this event, we 

collected some cash dona-

tions for the shot@life and 

ELIMINATE   campaign 

and some additional pledges 

for future online donations. 

We also collected an 

evaluation of the effective-

ness of the presentations 

and impetus of attendees to 

donate money or get in-

volved with the shot@life 

campaign. The results are 

quite positive and we are 

currently analyzing those 

results for a more in depth 

report.  

"Shots for Shots " 

(by Kiahana Brooks) 
 

On Friday June 1, 2012 from 8-11pm , the Shot@life Philly cam-

paign will host a  happy hour  fundraiser to support vaccinations 

in developing countries at the Pub and Grub in center city Phila-

delphia (21 and Hamilton, which is 2001 Hamilton if you want a 

GPS  address).  This is a chance for UNA-GP members to have a 

great time and mingle as they socially  discuss important health 

issues which are facing many emerging nations. As a part of this 

fundraiser, the shot@life campaign will be offering a 10$ wrist-

band special which entitles guests to a half off, beer, wine or spe-

cial vaccination-themed shot. All proceeds from our cover will go 

towards shot@life and ELIMINATE vaccination campaigns.  
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(The UNA-GP members at Shot@Life 23rd event) 



From Christiaanôs desk. 
 

While I am writing this, many students at our 

universities are preparing for a day of celebra-

tions, finishing their studies, wearing the mortar 

board, and receiving accolades from family and 

friends. U-Haul trucks and packed family cars 

are found in abundance around the campuses. 

Itôs good to see all that excitement around this 

rite of passage. Life goes on. 

Most of these students will also face a daunting 

task in the current labor market. New govern-

ment data show that more than half of recent 

graduates are either jobless, or employed in posi-

tions that don't even require a college degree. 

Faced with low pay, many are confronted with 

student loans that may take decades to pay off. 

In our national labor market, jobs are scarce, 

especially in education, and competition is 

fierce. Nothing indicates that an abundance of 

well-paying jobs is going to return any time 

soon. Most futurists actually are starting discus-

sions about how to de-couple work, jobs, income, and quality of life. 

I work with students; wherever I can, I tell students to expand their horizon, to look at the global labor market. There 

are plenty jobs out there for undergrads and grads. On the global market, those with a college degree are still a tiny 

minority, and in many countries, especially via UN programs, many can find good work and high labor satisfaction.  

Moreover, working abroad in developmental settings can be structured in such a way that many student loans can be 

forgiven over time. The global market is also rife with opportunities for business start-ups, fair trade organizations, 

sustainable technology applications, etc. It is a pleasure working with young people, discussing the UN System, the 

possibilities of starting your career outside the USA and in general, returning a bit the terrible brain drain that so 

many countries have experienced. 

There is work out there, if you are young, have a good education and are willing to think beyond national borders. 

However, there are a few caveats, one of them the current trend for austerity as the policy of choice in the Eurozone, 

the US and Canada (see: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ellen-brown/canada-austerity_b_1394179.html). We are 

noticing a clear choice for austerity to balance budgets that do not include progressive adjustments of national income 

taxes, leaving the impression that the nationsô elites and high earners are exempt. The anger in the streets about these 

policies, all influenced by the financial debacle of 2007/08, is now spilling over into politics. While in Rio, in late 

April, I had a dinner conversation with Fotis S., who expressed intense frustration with the way Sarkozy and Merkel 

dominated the ñat-all-human-costò approach to balancing the state budget of Greece NOW.  While agreeing to the 

need for structural reform, he was angry for the way such deep, harsh cuts did damage to businesses, universities, and 

the social fabric of society.  ñImagine an immediate drop of 50% in dispensable income for your family, your friends, 

your neighbors, and your city. It is mindboggling.ò He was very much afraid how this style of squeeze opened the 

way for radical right wing forces; and indeed, in Greece, for the first time since the military junta of the early seven-

ties, have neo-fascists have gained a strong foothold in parliament during last weekôs election.  Elections results, from 

England to France, as well as the fall of the conservative government in the Netherlands, indicate that the populations 

of even the most stable democracies do not embrace the harshness of the measures. 

The United Nations has expressed interest as well and is worried about the long term impacts on developmental work 

and the UN Millennium Development Goals .  Especially the International Labor Organization in particular has pub-

lished several reports, raising the alarm bell about countries like Spain, where unemployment for males under age 30 

stands at 50%. Overall, the financial crisis globally is far from over and the impact on labor relations, including the 

resurgence of child labor, trafficking, and bonded labor, is profound.  Clearly, our Universal Human Rights project, 

started with great hopes in 1948, is under threat. 

(Christiaan celebrating his birthday with the UNA-GP) 
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